
 

Bitter Root Humane Association 
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Shelter Hours: Mon CLOSED; Tues - Fri  1 pm-6 pm; Sat & Sun - noon to 5 pm  

Serving Our Community Since 1972 

There’s no place 
like home…. 

HOME SWEET HOME  
is only a “tag” or “chip” away. 

Got tags? Got a chip? 
We do!  

No Appointment Necessary! 
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262 Fairgrounds Road                                         
P.O. Box 57                                                              
Hamilton, MT  59840 

406.363.5311                                          
opmanager@bitterroothumane.org 
www.bitterroothumane.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS      

Kathie Butts, President 

Chad Hillman, Vice President                                
Mary Gehl, Secretary                       

Linda Williams, Treasurer                      
Barbara Garten                                          
Sue McCormack                                       
Robin Dewey                                            
Jen Chase                                                                                          
Lisa Allison                                                                                         
Tom Pilkington                                       
Kathy Good, President Emeritus 
BRHABoardofDirectors@gmail.com  

STAFF: 

Operations Manager - Tucker Chase 

Volunteer Coordinator - Vacant 

Bookkeeper  - Peggie Noffsinger                                                   

Front Desk - Meriah  & Brianna    

Medical Specialist - Char 

SN Program Coordinator - Charise 

Lead Attendants - Cameron & Tayler 

Animal Care Attendants - Jen, Gracie, 
Paula, Ethan and Winter 
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BRHA is a tax exempt 501(c)3 organization able 
to receive charitable donations and gifts. 

Tax ID# 81-0351709 

Don't miss out on a single issue of the  

BRHA Paw Prints Newsletter... 

annual memberships run January through December.  

Check your label for your membership expiration date  

and please renew if your membership  has expired! 

Ever wonder “who” processes your newsletter? 

Photo courtesy of Michelle McConnaha, Ravalli Republic 

 Notice of Bitter Root Humane Association  
Annual Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, March 15th, 2023 - 6:00 p.m. 
BRHA Community Room 

262 Fairgrounds Road, Hamilton, MT 
 

AGENDA 
 Welcome and Introductions of Board & Staff  
 Approval of 2022 Annual Meeting Minutes  
 Board and Committee Reports 

 *President’s Report - Kathie Butts 

 *Treasurer’s Report - Linda Williams 

 *Fund Raising Report - Mary Gehl 
  *Marketing Report - Jen Chase by Chad Hillman 

 *Operations Manager’s Report - Tucker Chase 

 Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

 Election of Board of Directors 

 Meeting Adjournment 
 Refreshments 

 

Please note that in order to be eligible to vote at the meeting, members’ 2023 dues  
must be paid to BRHA and received by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14th, 2023.   

Absentee ballots must be requested from the  
BRHA Secretary, PO Box 57, Hamilton, MT  59840  
or by email to: BRHABoardofDirectors@gmail.com 

In order to be counted, absentee ballot must be received at BRHA by 5:00 p.m. on  
Tuesday, March 14th, 2023. 
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Prez Corner………….by Kathie Butts 
   My husband and I moved our family to the Bitterroot Valley in February of 1991. 
We moved 2 children, 3 dogs, assorted cats and goldfish from the gold country of 
Northern California. There was a big learning curve to living in a more rural com-
munity than the one we left. In some ways it was like living 20 years in the past 
again.  The ranching and farm community aspect of the Bitterroot was fascinat-
ing. We had already figured out that this was a place where people just figured 
out alternative solutions to problems and there truly was more than one way to do just about an-
ything. Companion animals existed but it seemed like they also had a job. Ranch dogs herded; 
ranch barn cats caught mice.  Humane euthanasia was at the end of a rifle, or an unwanted litter 
of puppies or kittens was in a burlap sack tossed in the river or the pond.  That was also a time 
when dead cats on the side of 93 were as common all year long as dead skunks are in the 
spring. Feral cats were abundant, and no one spayed or neutered a feral cat.  Dogs spent days 
chained in yards or ran free no matter what the weather. Ranchers warned neighbors that dogs 
in their pastures would be shot, some were.  

   Today is far different! Alan Applebury and Fox 
Hollow did this valley such a favor with the TNR 
(trap, neuter, return) program they ran. The sterile 
feral cats would be returned to where they were 
trapped never to father another kitten. Over time 
fewer and fewer cats died on the road until a dead 
cat on the side of the road has become an abnor-
mal sight. Barn cats are still common but not breed-

ing. When they die, they are replaced with another barn cat. They still catch mice, but they are 
not part of a colony of cats. This is better for the cats, better for the humans and much better for 
wild birds in our valley.  
   Animals that leave the Bitter Root Humane Association leave either spayed or neutered – over 
time this practice had a profound effect on the valley pet populations.  The shelter has started an 
“in house” spay and neuter program for the animals we take in. The program is running smooth-
ly.  Last year we neutered 66 and spayed 38 dogs, plus we neutered 81 and spayed 82 cats. We 
have also helped another shelter who needed to spay/neuter 22 dogs by allowing them the use 
of our facility. This was a big step for us! The spay neuter program is helping us make adoptions 
more flexible for adopters. Because we use our own facility it alleviates the stress on the animals 
of a car ride to and from the veterinarian. We can alter more animals in a day because we are 
not having to make multiple trips outside of the building. It has proven to be a win for the shelter 
and the community!  
   Stay tuned - we are always working on im-
proving the care and attention we give the 
animals of the Bitterroot Valley. YOUR DO-
NATIONS ARE HUGELY IMPORTANT and 
we thank everyone!    

                     Kathie 
 

Starting March 1st, 2023, to continue giving the best animal care, we will be accept-
ing dog and cat surrenders BY APPOINTMENT.  

To make an appointment, please call 406.363.5311.  
Our visitation, adoption and all other services remain open during business hours. 

OPEN 
Tuesday - Friday 1pm to 6pm   Saturday & Sunday noon - 5pm 

Closed Mondays 
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 2022 was a great year…..THANK YOU! 

Cookie Walk 2022 was definitely sugar & 

spice and all things nice….and a HUGE suc-
cess thanks to all our volunteer bakers, raffle 
basket donors, event volunteers and most of 
all, all our loyal customers who have made 
the BRHA Cookie Walk & Bake Sale their 
annual holiday tradition!  
This year’s event help BRHA raise 
$4,510.00 and all funds will be used to care 
for the homeless animals that come through 
our doors in 2023 ….THANK YOU! 

The BRHA specialty plate has been a 
ongoing fundraiser since 2013, and 
raised $61,580 to date. The revenue 
it generates each year is substantial 
to our annual budget. 
The state requires that we maintain 
at least 400 new or renewed plates 
per year in order to continue in the 
MVD Program, and we thank every-
one who has either purchased a new 
plate or renewed their plate in 2022. 
For each new purchase or renewal 
$20 is donated to BRHA and in 2022 
that amounted to $7,540 in funds 
that we have used to keep our doors 
open and the animals cared for. 
By displaying our plate, you are not 
only donating much need funds but 
helping to spread the word that 
BRHA is here & what we do for the 
community! 
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Please support those that support us! 

Manager’s Corner…………………….by Tucker Chase 

  Where Are They Now…..the “Story of Rock” 

In this edition of the Newsletter I wanted to highlight a special pup that many have been following on our Facebook page and 
have seen him lounging in the reception area under a blanket. Rock came to the shelter this past fall as a stray and was pretty 
shy and scared at first. He was running the streets of Stevensville, cold and scared, and didn’t know where to go. After a few 
days of being in the shelter, his personality started to shine, and the more he interacted with our caring staff and volunteers, 
the happier and sweeter Rock became. Ultimately, Rock became so happy and loving, that he developed a condition known in 

the sheltering world as “Happy Tail.” 

As innocent as this condition sounds, “Happy Tail” can become a serious issue, and for Rock his tail was the happiest 
we’ve seen yet. This is a condition where a dog’s tail wags so much in their kennel that it slaps the walls enough to be-
come injured. In most cases, “Happy Tail” can cause hair loss and some bruising, but in Rock’s case, he was so excited 
to play and see people, that he ended up breaking the vertebrae in the last few inches of his tail. After several vet con-
sults, it was determined that amputation was the best option, but it would be a difficult road to recovery for our smiley 

Rock.  

What we hoped would be one surgery, ended up being two, and Rock did not appreciate a cone of shame. So much so, 
that we had to muzzle the poor guy, and even then he still was able to destroy 3 muzzles, 8 cones, and went through over half a dozen return 
visits to the vet for new sutures and staples. This poor guy was in rough shape, but kept his spirits bright with the help of 

a daily bath from the staff, a warm bed in the office, and all the treats he could eat. Now he just needed a home.  

Enter our dedicated volunteer and devoted dog Mom, Laura. From their first walk 
together, Laura and Rock were best of friends, and every day Laura came to the shel-
ter, the first thing she did was leash up Rock and take him for a walk. Having lost her 
own dog this past year, Laura was unsure if she was ready for a new best friend, but 
Rock was working his magic with each walk. Finally, Laura broke down and offered to 
foster Rock for “just a week or two” to get him out of the shelter and ensure a smooth 
final recovery. Within the first day, Rock fit perfectly in his new home, even letting the 
cats groom his face while he lay on the couch dozing in the sun. It didn’t take more 

than a couple days for Laura to know that Rock was in his forever home.  

We become attached to the critters we take care of in the shelter, and in cases like 
Rock, it’s bittersweet to see them go. But we know he hit the jackpot with Laura, and 

she makes sure to send us lots of pictures of Rock sleeping in goofy poses with his new cat friends.  

Groom on the Vroom has a spe-
cial way of honoring the memory of 
clients by sponsoring the adoption 
fees of some of BRHA’s pets and 
giving them a second chance at 
life…..Rock was one of them! 

Thank you Ashley for your caring 
and support!   

YOU’RE ON CAMERA! 

Thanks to a $5,000.00 grant 
from the Rapp Family Foun-
dation and the generous do-
nation of installation labor 
from Communication Re-
sources, LLC in Missoula, 
the BRHA building now has 
security cameras inside and 
out. These security measures 
will not only assist in provid-
ing protection after hours but 
also alert staff to any hazard-
ous situation throughout the 
building during open hours. 
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Remembrances October 1, 2022 through January 31, 2023 

In Loving Memory of People 

BRHA is so grateful for the support and generosity of so many who choose to honor, memorialize or 

pay tribute to the special people and pets in their lives.  Your remembrances will assist BRHA in               

caring for all the homeless pets while they wait for their forever homes. 

FOR FROM 

Jaspurr Michele Falivene 

Gizmo Beth Robbins 

Rudy, my best 

friend 
Virginia Braun 

Rusty Vernon & Mabel Becker 

“Duncan Munro 

Potter” 
Alison Leathley 

Roxie Kenneth Stephens 

Shelby Hienz & Krista Ober 

Bella  Lois Vallance 

Annie  Lisa Akin 

Rusty McCormack Charlotte & Charlie           
Oliver 

Blue Mama Rose Larson 

Dani Andy, Alex & Linda           
Ambelang 

Jet Herb & Diane Howe 

Sierra & Tess Cathy & Fred Beringer 

My sweet little 

Jack 
Teresa Morgan 

Our Brave Bear, 

Finney 
Kea & Joe Yanzick,            
Maverick, Scooter,            
Koala, Buttercup 

Enrique & our 

sweet “Bean” 
Jay & Q DeHart 

Khyber & Buckshot Janna Lukomski 

Chloe Cooper Linda & Don Williams, 
Mary Gehl 

Dakota Irene Iwata 

In Loving Memory of Pets 

FOR FROM 

Pigeon Mary Gehl 

Ruthie Stan Mast 

Pidgie Poo Pruitt Robin Pruitt 

Callie Shear Delight 

Billie, beloved 

kitty 

Don & Linda Williams 

Lizzie & Molly Cheryl & Steve Arasim 

Chou-Chou Joe & Mimi Bagnall 

Bodhi & Lucy Janice Geer 

Doghead, Lucky 

& Baxter 

Marilyn Warren 

Snickers Kristin Legg 

Wellington Allan & Jean Steele 

Winnie Kent & Diane Myers 

Louie, coolest 

tuxedo cat ever 

Pattie & Howard             

Eldredge 

Zena, wonderful 

horse 

Sue & Dave                   

McCormack,                     

Mary Gehl 

FOR FROM 

Geneva Silverio Susanne Case 

Larry Rohlfs Robert Rohlfs 

Carol Sue              

Lindholm 

Tasha & Douglas 

McGinn, Robert & 

Cheryl Lindholm 

In Loving Memory of People 

FOR FROM 

Tony Caldwell Patrick & Carl Verlanic 

Tom Rupiper Sue Ellen Miller 

Mark Roberts & 

“Kimber” 

Gary Roberts 

Azilee Lohrke Bobbie McCauley 

Lori Draper Charlotte & Charlie 

Oliver, Duane & Janet 

Goicoechea 

John Calligheris Alice Foster 

Richard Barker Leonard & Barbara 

McCann 

Jesse Shobe Mary Jane & George 

Solander 

Ronald Curdy Mary Rodriquez 

Leon Watlington Alvin & Laura             

Watlington 

Ronald Sauke Ralph & Marilyn               

Keppel 

Frank McCauley Bobbie McCauley 

Warren Willis, 

Barbara Willis & 

Brad Fowler 

Michele Fowler 

Mario Locatelli Alice Foster 

Margie Ahern & 

Barbara Wiley 

Chickie & Dennis 

Lietzow 

Vern Bowers Bill Bowers, Sandy 

Spitzer, Moreia Engles, 

Jan Jarvie 

Joe Sinniger Ronald & Nancy                

Osborn 
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In Honor Of 

FOR FROM 

Jayne Azzarello of 
North Star Kennels 

Priscilla  & Steve 
Plumb 

Lynn Robin-Smith Deborah Luckett 

Denise Boggeri Lines 

Birthday 

Joan Wallach 

Alison Leathley’s           

Birthday 

Brad Leathley 

Cliff & Jo Thex Joseph & Kea 

Yanick 

Steve & Elora Yanzick Joseph & Kea 

Yanzick 

David Nicely Anonymous 

Beth Robbins Joanna Garofalo 

Friends Joni Stormo, 

Susan Kohler, Lisa 

Waliser, Raelynn 

Roadhouse, Clare 

O‘Connell, Diana 

Wood, Sue Monk & 

Amy McAllister 

Mary Jane  

McAllister 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul                 

Benson 

Cheryl Deholl 

Henry & Erma Badt Kathryn                 

Christiansen 

Gina Optiz Nikki or Brett 

Graybeal 

When tomorrow 
starts without me… 
Don’t think we’re  
far apart…. 
For every time you 
think of me… 
I’m right inside your 
heart. 
       Author Unknown 

 

Patrick & Carl Verlanic 

Oliver, Duane & Janet 

Ralph & Marilyn               

Spitzer, Moreia Engles, 

Ronald & Nancy                

FOR FROM 

Andrew Lanman Keith Walton 

Fern Robinson Deanna Raisl 

May Eichenlaub David Eichenlaub 

Luanne Bauman Belle Burrington 

Shari Givens Carole & David Mackie 

Robert Thorson Jacqueline Bjergo,  

Joann Hosko, Jeanette 

Smith, Bitterroot            

Valley Dusters, Emily 

& Jason Sladek, Larry 

& Coleen Reynolds 

Dave Foss Chuck & Nikki 

Shonkwiler 

Susan M. Jones Andree Jones 

Charles Atkinson Eugene & Kristie  

Kosaka 

Jerry Parker Carole Parker 

Tom Crane Tommie Mobley, Cris-

lyn Mobley-Lawson 

In Loving Memory of People In Honor Of 

FOR FROM 

Tregei Starr & Tara 
Wehrly 

Jen Chase 

Barb Garten Judy Holland 

Audrey Orr John & Eloise 

McConnaughey 

David Bohler Susan Sobel 

Rocky Mountain Eye & 

Ear Center 

Janet King 

New Horizon’s Physical 

Therapy 

Janet King 

RAM Engineering Janet King 

BHHS, Montana          

Properties 

Janet King 

Beau & Ellie Wells Lois Vallance 

Joe Melnark, DVM & 

Valley Pet Clinic Staff 

with appreciation and 

gratitude 

Susan Crawford 

& Captain 
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Be sure to check our website & Facebook often for updates! 

What’s Up at BRHA? 

New Pet Memorial Garden 
    The Bitter Root Humane Association is begin-
ning planning for a new Pet Memorial Garden.  
It will be located south of the horse corral and 
east of our Road Department neighbor.  The 
design has not been finalized but will include 
gravel, large boulders, cement statues, wind 
chimes and pathways made of memorial bricks 
to honor loved and lost pets.  It will be appro-
priately fenced for privacy and quiet contem-
plation. 
   Memorial bricks can be purchased for $125.00 
each and the vast majority of that is considered 
a donation to BRHA.  You order your brick(s) 
through BRHA, 

we will order the bricks which will be sent to us, 
stored and installed when the pathways have 
been created. 
This is a wonderful way to remember your pets 
while benefitting the lives of our guests who will 
soon become members of another loving family. 
 
Order forms are available in-person at the shel-
ter,  by emailing a request to BRHABoardofD-
irectors@gmail.com or on our website at:  
https://bitterroothumane.org/howcanihelp/ 
 
If you have any questions or need more infor-
mation contact Sue McCormack at 406.370.8071. 

Get your giving groove on for Bitterroot Gives 
2023!  Watch for updates as the time draws nearer.  
If you’d like to know more about how to partner 

with BRHA for this event please contact: 
Lisa at: lisabethallison66@gmail.com 

HUMANE EDUCATION 

Huge THANKS to Girl Scout Troop #3647 for helping to 
make BRHA’s holiday bright by decorating our lobby tree, 
complete with our critter’s  pictures and wish lists! 

Sisters, Kristina & Alejandrah wanted to give 
to BRHA this year and make all the fur ba-

bies happy….and WOW did they!  
THANK YOU for caring & sharing ! 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

  Thank you Darby Realty for  hosting & show-
casing BRHA in our very first  Christmas Parade! 

 

Would you like to raise money for the BRHA?   

Consider doing a “Third Party Fundraiser”! 
One of the most fun ways to help our animal shelter is to do a Third-party Fundraiser.  This is where a person, business, a 
school or even a nonprofit has an idea to raise money or generate much needed supplies for the BRHA.  This is one of the 
best ways to support our nonprofit organization. Some successful past Third-party fundraisers included: bake sales, a fun 
run, donation drives, a Pint night, some businesses even do a “round up” on retail sales or offer a discount or promotion 
and pass the proceeds on to the BRHA.  Actually, anything that helps the Bitter Root Humane Association and the communi-
ty it serves...you  could raise money for general operations or to support specific funds such as senior pet adoptions, spay/
neuter program or a pet food drive to make sure that our free Community Pet Pantry has plenty of pet food for those peo-
ple who may need some extra help feeding their own pets.  The sky is the limit and if you are interested in supporting the 
shelter with a Third Party Fundraiser please call Jen at 406.369.5328 or email chasejenn@gmail.com  for more information.  

 

 When the Victor Volunteer Fire Department does 
something, they do it BIG TIME....THANK YOU so 
much for your awesome toys donation! As you can 
see, staff person Gracie and her newly adopted pal 
"Mongo", approve and we know all our other pups will 
too!  

HUGE THANKS to Country Store in Stevens-
ville for their continuing support of BRHA all 

year long! 
This years “Pet-A-Palooza”  event  raised 

$2,760.04 for BRHA, donations of pet food & 
supplies are generously donated on a regular 
basis for our Community Pet Pantry and new 
this year , they are hosting BRHA felines as 

our first off-site adoption location! 

It wouldn’t be the holidays with-
out pictures of your precious 

furry ones…. 
Thank You Burnt Fork Veteri-

nary Clinic for making that pos-
sible with proceeds to BRHA! 

BRHA was honored to participated in BHF’s wonderful 
Festival of Trees Event. Due to the venue and the 
talents and generous donations of our wreath artists 
Carol Fischer, Leah Higgins , Cynthie Fisher, Nancy 
Dezell, Micki  Long and Marsha Waliser of Gardens & 
More we were able to raise $1,760!   

Keeping our Community Pet Pantry stocked is so important to those that rely 
on it’s assistance in order to keep their pets. 

HUGE thanks to the EXIT Realty gang for their “Paws-Abilities of Holiday Giv-
ing” food drive, Skalkaho Creek Veterinary Clinic for helping us stock up, Brian 

Waits for your CHEWY delivery and all those who drop off anonymous  
donations….we could not do what we do without you! 
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AMOS 

“Change” for Dani’s Fund” 
THANK YOU Hamilton Wine & Liquor, located at 140 Bit-
terroot Plaza Drive, Hamilton, for being a great long time 
supporter & host to our BRHA Dani Fund donation jar! Mon-
ies collected from the donation jars are used to finance a 
particular medical issue or procedure, that we would other-
wise not be able to afford, thus making an animal's life bet-
ter and a forever home possible. If your business would like 
to host a "Dani Fund" jar to help "change" the life of a 
homeless pet, please contact Robin @ 406.381.2912.     
SHOP LOCAL & SHOP OFTEN! 

It’s true, a picture is worth a thousand words…. 
and can change a life! 

THANK YOU’s 
to 

Bitter Root Brewing, Shear Delight Grooming,  
Moeller’s Nursery,  

First Presbyterian Church & Burnt Fork Veterinary Clinic 
for sponsoring the wonderful adoption ads of our awesome  

BRHA residents in the  
Bitterroot Star & Ravalli Republic. 

If you or your business would like to sponsor an ad, please 
contact the papers directly for all the details! 

Thank You For Your Support! 

Huge THANKS to the Hamilton Downtown Association and Flower Hap-
py Floral for  including BRHA in your great “Inflatable Race” Event and 

helping us spread the word about our critters! 

A great time was had by all at the  
EVANS’ ACE HARDWARE 

“Have A Heart” Pet Appreciation Day! 
BRHA reps & pets were on hand to  

“Meet & Greet”  and  help spread the 
word  

“SHOP TO ADOPT”! 
Huge thanks to the Evans’ Ace Hard-
ware crew for supporting  us on this 

special day and all year through!  

What’s better than adopting one cat? 
ADOPTING TWO! 

  
Come visit our beautiful felines and you may just find your fur-ever friend 

or two! Remember, two cats are better than one, and we make it easy 
with our “CAT BUDDY” Adoption Program! 

Adopt an adult cat and the second cat is free! Adopt one kitten and save 50% 
on the second kitten! *kittens must be 11 months old or younger 

Cats make wonderful pets and studies have found that adopting two cats has many 
benefits: 

 Cats who have a playmate tend to be more socially well-adjusted and avoid 

behavior problems like shyness, biting, hissing, being frightened and hiding in 
the company of people they don’t know. 

 If you must work long hours or travel for a couple of days, two or more cats 

keep each other company and are more tranquil during your absence. 

 Your cat will remain more playful and youthful into their later years with a com-

panion. 

 The workload to care for two cats is about the same as it is for one cat! 
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Please SUPPORT those that SUPPORT Us! 

101 Marcus Street, Hamilton, MT 

With your continued support we can continue to make “Happy Tails”! 

Thank You for adopting! 

GIVE A  
LITTLE 

GIVE A LOT 
YOUR  

DONATION 
HELPS US 

SAVE LIVES 
EVERYDAY! 



 


